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Editorial

THE WAR IN UKRAINE: WESTERN FATIGUE OR
RENUNCIATION?

Flavius-Cristian MARCAU!

We are on the 265th day of the Russian Federation's war in Ukraine. A war that should
not have been possible in the 21st century, in a global world®, and which history will
remember as Russia's war of aggression against its neighbour Ukraine.

It has been 265 days since the invasion was launched on 24 February 2022, a moment
that stunned both the civil society of states and the governments of the world. There has been
a trigger that has manifested itself in strong state support for Ukraine. Whether we are talking
about good practice in the reception of Ukrainian refugees® by neighbouring states, or the
sending of humanitarian aid and arms, this war has made possible a strong coalition of most
of the world's states around this reprehensible act of aggression.

The new Iron Curtain has been lowered* for the second time in Europe, separating
Western states from the Russian Federation and Belarus. The sanctions imposed have
multiplied from week to week on the assumption that once the pressure on the Russian
economy increases’, the war will end.

We are witnessing a bloody, unthinkable and unacceptable event in Europe. A war of
aggression with an increased possibility of escalation. People were affected in the first weeks
after the outbreak of the invasion, their quality of life declining considerably, at least in the
states in the immediate vicinity of the military conflict®.

Most countries reacted strongly and consistently, helping Ukraine to resist the Russian
invader. The world's publications have been front-page stories about what was happening in
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Ukraine, a topic of interest to civil society, but it is beginning to wane as the war drags on, as
reported by Dmytro Kuleba in an article published on 17 June 2022:

.1t is only natural that people and governments lose interest in conflicts as they
drag on. It is a process that has happened many times throughout history. The world
stopped paying attention to the war in Libya after former leader Muammar al-Qaddafi
was toppled from power in 2011. It has disengaged from Syria, Yemen and other

ongoing conflicts that once generated headline news’”’.

"Civil society fatigue" should not be seen as a loss of interest in what is happening in
Ukraine. Or as a renunciation. It is possible that a new variable has made its presence felt:
people's habit. Such manifestations have also been observed, for example, among participants
in various protests triggered by the actions of governments that have tended to deviate from
the democratic leadership of states®. Although the crisis has not been resolved, the protests
have decreased in intensity from day to day °. There is no need to tire'®!! at this point and we
do not believe that this will be possible. The war in Ukraine should not be compared, as
Kuleba does, to what happened in Libya, Syria or Yemen. In none of these conflicts was
there the main element that can be found in Ukraine: the potential for war to escalate.

The vector that maintains interest in the war in Ukraine among state populations
underlies their concern and belief in the possibility of the conflict spreading beyond the
borders of the Ukrainian state.

As far as "war support fatigue in Ukraine" is concerned, we believe that the new crises
on the international scene!? are increasingly contributing to diverting civil society's attention
away from Russia's invasion, but not decisively, since we should not forget one particularly
important aspect: war is the generator of these new crises’>*°117 and any withdrawal of
support for Ukraine will lead to a deepening of them.
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"Government fatigue" is a particularly important vector for waging war, but it doesn't
have to happen. Such "fatigue" would inevitably lead to a Russian advantage over Ukraine. If
military aid decreases in intensity or disappears, Ukraine will suffer and so will the rest of
Europe and the world. If Russia senses the loss of interest or the tendency of Western states
to give up on supporting Ukraine, what will prevent it from acting against another state in the
future? This is why we believe that Western governments will not tire and Ukraine will not
be left without support.

The war must stop. The Russian Federation must stop the invasion and give up the
occupied territories. We stand by Ukraine to the end.
CnaBa Ykpaune!
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